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Chapter 22 Reading Guide 
Exploring Ancient China: “The First Emperor of China” 

History Alive - Pages 215-221 
 
SECTION I: VOCABULARY 
 
Define each of the following terms. 
 
Standardizing: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Exile: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Immortal: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Terra-Cotta: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Qin Shihuangdi: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION II: Achievements of the Emperor of Qin 
 
The Emperor of Qin accomplished a great deal during his rule from 221-210 B.C.E. Explain each of 
his major achievements, and identify what methods he used to accomplish each goal. Also, consider 
how his actions and decisions affected Chinese society during his rule. 
  
Achievement Method (How did he go about 

accomplishing his goal? (What 
decisions did he make? What rules did 
he enact?) 
 

Effects (How did his 
actions affect Chinese 
society?) 
 

 
Creating an Empire 

  

 
Standardization of 
Culture 
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Protecting the Northern 
Border 

  

 
Ending Opposition 

  

 
 
SECTION III: AN EMPEROR DIES 
 
Answer the following questions using evidence from Chapter 22. 
 
1. What was the Emperor of Qin’s biggest fear? What actions did he take in response to this fear?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Describe the events that took place following the death of the Emperor of Qin. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Making Historical Connections!: How were the rituals surrounding the Emperor’s burial similar to 
Ancient Egyptian burial rituals? How were they different? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


